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REMARKS 
ON ISAIAH IX. 6. 

“For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: 
and the government shall be upon his shoulder : 
and his name shall be called Wonderful, Counsel- 
lor, The Mighty God, The Everlasting Father, 
The Prince of Peace.” 

Agreeably to promise, in our Fifth Number, we 
now offer a comment on Isa. ix. 6. It has been 
taken for granted by the religious world, that the 
Iminutable Sovereign of all worlds, the great God 
of the universe, is the “child born ;” the “son 
given.” We appeal to the understanding of the 
reader, whether his mind can conceive of a stronger 
and more unequivocal figure denoting a beginning, 
or a change, than that of being born? Has God had 
a beginning within a few centuries past? Was God 
born of atcoman? The result, on the one hand, is 
so monstrous an absurdity, that you are forced to 
confine the term born to signify being changed ; 
and not to have a beginning. Therefore, if you 
cling to the orthodox view of this passage, you 
must admit that God experienced a change ; or, if 
you deny this, you must contend that being born, 
neither signifies a beginning, nor a change. We 
will then ask, What does it signify ? No man living 
can extricate himself from these difficulties, which 
beset the orthodox hypothesis built upon this pas- 
sage. 

Again: We ask, Is God a child? For it is writ- 
ten, “ Unto us a child is born ;” not a God is born! 
Farther: “Unto us a son is given.” We ask, If 
God is the son spoken of, who is his father? Again: 
It is written, “Unto us a son is given.” If God is 
the son given, who gave him? Again: It is writ- 
ten, “The government shall be upon his shoulder.” 
Was there a time when the government was upon 
the shoulder of another being than God? For the 
phrase “ shall be,” signifies that it is not at the time 
of making the declaration. These difficulties en- 
compass the orthodox view of the subject. Shall 
we find difficulties in the latter part of the passage, 
as stubbornly opposed to the conclusion that God is 
not intended, as those which oppose the contrary 
supposition ? This remains to be seen. 

It may be objected, as follows: We do not con- 
tend that God was born,—that God is, or has been, 
a child,—that God has been given, &c. We only 
contend, that Jesus Christ is “the child born,” the 
“son given,” and that Jesus Christ is God! 

What a distinction this! Is there a magical power 
in words and sentences, which will annihilate ab- 
surdity, and produce an amalgamation of the great- 
est contrarieties and contradictions in existence ? If 





this be the fact, there is then reason, argument, and 
truth, in the orthodox view of this subject. Pray, 
how can these things be ? God is not the son, the child 
spoken of. Whois? Jesus Christ. Who is Jesus 
Christ? Who, why God himself!!! 

The Lord in mercy deliver the world from this 
theological insanity, which is so monstrously and 
outrageously perversive of reason and common 
sense, that ordinary bedlamites may prefer good 
claims to philosophy. Must I believe the greatest 
absurdity and moral falsehood which can be pre- 
sented to the mind of a rational being ? If so, pray 
tell me, Shall I believe it because it is absurd and 
false ? Shall [ believe it because it appears to me to 
be the most unreasonable proposition I ever con- 
templated ? O, no, says the objector; by no means. 
You must believe it, because God has declared it. I 
deny it. God has declared no such fact. So far 
from this, God has declared of Jesus Christ, that he 
is his Son! Jesus Christ has declared of God, that 
He is his Father ! 

Worse, and worse. I must, to be orthodox, first 
embrace mountains of absurdity, and then deny the 
positive, unequivocal declarations of God, and his 
Son Jesus Christ. I must first become a fool, then 
a knave! Orthodoxy, here are thy laurels! If this 
is slander, we would affirm, if we were put to the 
test, and obliged to this alternative, that slander is 
truth, and our reason and all our perceptions cannot 
admit the coutrary. 

Thomas would not believe that Jesus was risen 
from the dead, unless he could see him, and have 
the evidence of his senses to establish the truth of 
the alleged fact. There are no Thomases among 
the orthodox. The truth Thomas rejected, was to 
him improbable. There was no impossibility to 
weigh down his assent, and strangle in the birth 
every idea of truth and common sense. When 
Thomas saw Jesus, and his doubts were removed 
by evidence, did Jesus threaten him with damna- 
tion for his doubts? No. The Being who gave 
life, can restore that life when it ceases. This is 
reasonable ; the contrary only is unreasonable. It 
was ignorance which induced Thomas to deny a 
fact susceptible of proof. It would seem that Tho- 
mas was a Sadducee; and had to struggle with ali 
the prejudices of his education, which taught him 
that there is no resurrection of the dead. Now we 
are called upon, (by orthodox teachers,) to believe 
that which is at variance with reason and common 
sense, and is susceptible of no proof, neither of an 
illustration which has any analogy to, or harmony 
with any thing in existence. We are required to 
believe the most miserable sophistry the world ever 
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heard; or which it is possible for the mind to con- 





Had Jesus tanght Thomas, and 
required him to believe, that he (Jesus) was his own 


ceive or invent. 


Father, and, at the same time. his own Son: that 
he was God and man, two distinct natures, and, at 
the same time, only one God; that he died, and at 
the same time did not die, but lived,—that he expe- 
rienced surprising changes, and received astonish- 


ing acquisitions of power, and, at ihe same time, 
Was immutable and changed not, we are of opinion 
that the incredulous Thomas would have rejected 
him in toto, and have denied the evidence of his 
own senses relative to the proofs of Jesus’s resur- 
rection. 

Deluge a man with absurdity and falsehood, and 
then coerce his assent to all proposed, and you 
make him a Doctor Doubty ; or, if bis understand- 
ing is sufficiently weak, he pretends to believe any 
thing and every thing, and swallows inconsistency 
Let it 
that faith or belief, and an assent given to proposi- 


with every inspiration. be remembered, 
tions from interest, prejudice, fear, or ignorance, 
are as different as light and darkness. It will do 
very well for the devotee, or for the hypocrite to 
pretend to faith without kiowledge, and without 
understanding ; but the Scripture recognises only 
believers who have been “ fed with knowledge and 
understanding !” We, therefore, say, that any and 
eyery religious faith which is at variance with know- 
ledge and understanding, or which has a different 
origin than these, is not the faith of God’s prophets, 
neither of his Son Jesus Christ and his disciples 

Did Paul believe in Jesus Christ as 
God, before he understood and knew 
Farther :— 


and apostles. 
the 
that Jesus was the Son of God? No. 
Paul never taught in all his Epistles, (nor any other 
inspired writer,) any doctrine concerning the person 
of Jesus Christ save this, that he is the Son of God. 

Having positive testimony relative to the person 
of Jesus Christ, we shall prefer it to sophistry and 
human tradition, and proceed to consider the resi- 
It has been supposed by many 
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due of the passage. 
that the terms “ Mighty God,” and “ Everlasting 
Father,” cannot with any propriety have a relation 
to any other Being than God the Creator. The 
reader will please to remember, that it is the child 
that is born, the son that is given, of whom it is 
written, “ His name shall be called “The Mighty 
God,” &e. &e. It is neither said nor implied of the 
child spoken of, that he ts the “ Mighty God,” &e. 
To our conception the phrase imports the follow- 
ing:—the child that is born, the son that is given, 
shall be called by @ Name which signifies Wonder- 
ful, Counsellor, The Mighty God, The Father of 
the future* (or coming) age, The Prince of Peace. 
The hypothesis built on this passage requires for its 
support, that the child spoken of, should actually be 
called the Mighty God, &c. For the name and the 
child are two. If it was declared of the child, that 





* We believe competent authorities admit the following 
to be the best translation of this Passage. Et vocabitur no- 
men ejus admirabilis, consiliarius Deus fortis, pater futuri 
seculi, princeps pacis. And his name shall be called Won- 
derful, Counsellor, The great God, Father of the future 
age, Prince of peace 
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the child, or son, is the Mighty God, &e. there 
would be argument and testimony in favour of the 
hyt othesis. 

Considering this distinction a very important ope, 
we will endeavour to be fully understood by the 
reader: and attempt a suitable illustration of this part 
of the subject. Names of persons and things, ar: 
frequently arbitrary, whimsical, or injudicious. An 
attention to the names given in the Scriptures, wil! 
inform us of the motives of the parties; and show 
the relation which the name has to the person re 
ceiving it. In Isa. vii. 14, it is said, “A virgin shal! 
conceive, and bear a son, and shall call his name 
[mmanuel.” This name signifies God with us. In 
the next chapter, viii. 3, it is declared “The pro 
phetess conceived and bear a son, Then said th 
Lord to me, Call his name Maher-shalal-hash-baz.” 
This name signifies Waking speed to the spoil, he 
hasteneth the prey. In the first passage it is said of 
the virgin, that the virgin shall call his name Im- 
imannel, When the prophetess bears the son, the 
Lord tells the prophet, Call his name Maher-shalal- 
hash-baz. This son of the prophetess may be typi 
cal of Jesus Christ. Matt. i. contains a quotation 
from Isa. vii. 14, the genuineness of this part of 
Matt. i. is by some seriously questioned. Now the 
simple truth, or fact, is this, when Christ was born, 
his name was called Jesus! not Immanuel! Luke 
i. gives a particular account of the birth of Christ, 
and relates, that the angel or messenger told Mary 
to call the name of the child Jesus. Nun’s son was 
called by the name Joshua, which signifies The 
Lord our Saviour. Joshua was constituted, by 
God, the temporal saviour of the Israelites, from 
their enemies. Who ever dreamed of Joshua being, 
in reality, The Lord our Saviour? Elisabeth, signi 
fies The oath of God—the fulness of God. Eli, 
He is my God himself. Isaiah, The salvation of the 
Lord. Abel, Vanity, or a vapour. Paul, a worker 
Saul, Hell, a ditch, &c. 

We read of Christ, Phil. ii. 9, “God hath highly 
exaited him, and given him a name which is above 
every name; that at the name of Jesus every knee 
should bow,” &c. The meek and lowly Jesus an- 
swers to the description given of him. The name 
Wonderful, is certainly expressive of his extraordi- 
nary character for patience under suffering, his 
matchless virtues and benevolence. He is indeed 
the Counsellor of all counsellors, for “he spake as 
never man spake.” God spoke by him, and his 
words were grace, (favour,) and truth. He appear- 
ed exercising the functions of a mighty or great 
God, healing the sick, giving sight to the blind, feet 
to the lame, and life to the dead. He is the Father 
of the Gospel age or dispensation ; and the Prince 
of Peace. For “Him hath God exalted with his 
right hand, a Prince and a Saviour, for to give 
repentance unto Israel, and forgiveness of sins.” 
(Acts iv. 31.) The government is indeed upon his 
shoulder ; for all power in heaven and earth is given 
unto him. With all his high prerogatives, being 
called, not the son of an earthly king, but “the Son 
of the Highest,” we read his humble acknowledg- 
ment, “The living Father hath sent me, and f live 
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by the Father.” Again: “I am come in my Fa- 
ther’s name.” Again: “IT can of mine own self do 





nothing.” 

Asa farther, and we think sufficient illustration 
of the subject, we mention the circumstance of the 
Jews accusing Jesus of blasphemy, because he said 
that God was his Father. They declared they would 
stone him, saying, “ because that thou, being a man, 
makest thyself God. Jesus answered them, Is it 
not written in your law, I said, Ye are gods? If he 
called them gods, unto whom the word of God 
eame, and the scripture cannot be broken, say ve 
of him, whom the Father hath sanctified, and sent 
into the world, Thou blasphemest; because I said, 
I am the Son of God?” (John x. 33—36.) 

=i 
From the Cayuga Patriot. 
CURIOUS CIRCULAR. 
LAW AND RELIGION—CHURCH AND STATE. 

The following curious Circular we received 
through the medium of the Post-Office, from Al- 
bany. Although this communication was intend- 
ed to be secretly circulated among such only as 
“have similar views,” and “the circulation of it has 
been limited,” yet, as we have a copy in our posses- 
sion, and as we have been calculated upon by re- 
spected friends in other parts of the state, to come 
out in this case in defence of civil and religious 
liberty, we deem it our purty to publish it, that the 
whole body of the people may be aware of a secret 
and most foul conspiracy, to raise up a religious 
oligarchy, and gradually to advance a state of 
things, which must essentially change the nature 
and principles of our government. 

As the editor of a political newspaper, we have 
never interfered in religious matters, whilst reli- 
gion kept within its proper bounds; and we pledge 
ourselves that we will never so interfere, from mo- 
tives of friendship or hostility, to this or that reli- 
gious sect or denomination, nor in any case except 
when we conceive that some grand principle of 
public liberty is put in jeopardy by those who labour 
to agrandize themselves and their order, at the ex- 
pense of every thing dear to American citizens. 
Bat when circumstances require, regardless of per- 
sunal consequences to ourselves, we shail breast the 
shock of infuriate zeal, strip the hypocrite of his 
assumed garb, and sound a tocsin of alasm, which 
will rouse to action the sleeping ernergies of the 
people. 

We see pretences indirectly set up, similar to 
those advanced by the French government and the 
Spanish clergy, previous to the invasion of Spain 
for the overthrow of the constitutional government. 
By telling us of the hurtful influence of disaffected 
clergymen during the late war, and of the blessed 
effects “ when wars and tioubles come,” of having 
“the moral and religious influence of so respectable 
an order as a faithful and united ecclesiastical body,” 
exerted in preaching the doctrines of passive obe- 
dience to the government that pays them, we are 
given negatively and indirectly, but pretty clearly, 
to understand that unless church and state are con- 
nected and the clergy provided for by government, 
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their “influence” will be directed in conjunction 
with the bayonets of the holy alliance, to ruin our 
fair country and overthrow our liberties, and bring 
upon us all the evils of Spanish poverty, slavery, 
and religious bigotry. 

The writer intimates plainly enough, that we are 
to have a kind of inquisition with the new order of 
things, by telling us those whom the national es- 
tablishment may accuse of “infidelity” are to be 
“borne down and overpowered” by “ numerical 
force,” and that it will be the “ business of govern- 
ment,” to produce unanimity and concord both in 
our civil and religious institutions. 

Whether this Circular is the work of some reli- 
vious order, or of the emissaries of the holy alli- 
ance, and whether the attempt to introduce religious 
tracts into our common schools on the authority of 
government was intended to pave the way for a 
union of church and state; and also how far the 
petitions for closing the canal locks, and stopping 
the stages and steam-boats on the Sabbath, were 
intended to bring the legislature under the influ- 
ence of the clergy, and familiarize the people to 
legislation in matters of religion, by this insidious 
Circular the reader may judge as well as we. We 
here place it before the public ; we have discharged 
our duty, it belongs to our brother editors, and to 
the people to discharge theirs. 

CIRCULAR. 

“The present aspect of the times furnishes to an 
attentive observer, a clear presentiment of the ap- 
proaching state of the religious world. Who would 
have believed, even twenty years since, that Pres- 
byterians, Episcopalians, Baptists, Methodists, &c. 
would have joined to deliberate at this day, on the 
best plan for propagating Christian knowledge, and 
of forming Bible, Missionary and Tract Societies. 

“ A spirit of brotherly love and concord is more 
and more ruling and reigning in the hearts of our 
countrymen. Theological Seminaries, Bible, Mis- 
sionary and Tract Societies, which are every where 
increasing, have produced and extended teligious 
impressions, generally, and awakened Christian 
zeal and research every where, under a well- 
founded prospect, that increased blessings will 
flow from the multiplication of all and particularly 
the latter, by the establisliment of a National Tract 
Sociely at New-York, under the united care and 
superintendence of the most distinguished clergy 
of various denominations. 

“Tt is by these means, we see so many of our first 
men becoming converts more and more to the 
Christian faith, and devoted to the interest of Bible, 
Missionary and Tract Societies. At the seat of 
general Government we see Congress electing 
Chaplains in rotation, to offer up prayers for the 
success of their deliberations. While we witness 
such concert among the higher orders of society, as 
to religious worship, with a favourable disposition 
to the distribution of religious tracts, properly com- 
posed, we have good right to conclude, it will issue 
in a wise National Creed, and that the most pious 
aud enlightened men in our country will see the 
impropriety of sending out Missionaries and Divines 
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to preach the word of Life, with discordant and 


conflicting views. 

“This pious unanimity and zeal will be apt to pro- 
duce its own temporal reward. See the want of it 
in the late war, when the influence of many disaf- 
fected Clergymen was powerfully and successfully 
exerted to paralyze the energy and operations of 
government. They were not then allowed to feel 
and enjoy the benefits which their religious labours 
might confer upon their country. 

“ By enlisting moral and religious, and conse- 
quently numerical force in the cause of Religion, all 
the opposition of infidelity will be borne down and 
overpowered. Until those collisions and conflicts of 
opinion, growing out of the same christian belief, 
shall be annihilated or greatly abated, our country 
in times of distress and danger, may be divided and 
distracted by religious feuds and quarrels. The 
business of government, ought, as much as possible, 
and may be practicable to produce unanimity and 
concord, both in our civil and religious institutions. 

“ As sure as the force of circumstances produces 
order and system in the world, and as sure as there 
is a tendency and gravitation in natural and physi- 
cal bodies towards each other, so sure, in the moral 
and religious world, will the lesser bodies or sects 
be attached to the largest. Among refractory and 
apostate spirits, opposition may be expected, but it 
will be made to yield to the power and influence of 
evangelical truth. 

“ A reference to the state of christianity in En- 
gland, furnishes an ample solution to this position. 
A great majority of the people there are reconciled 
to the established order, and unite in giving their 
support to the State. I do not say this because I 
am an Episcopalian, for I am not; but to force the 
necessity of unanimity in the prevailing religion of 
the state ; or to make it Vational in its form, ten- 
dency and operation; since that may be considered 
orthodox, which has the most adherents, who are 
made so by birth, education, or accident ; as each 
sect pretends from scripture, to derive proof of its 
system. It is the force of circumstances we have 
been speaking of, which has produced the Estab- 
lished Religion of England—the choice of its peo- 
ple, and which is necessary to its peace—thie secu- 
rity of its government, and strength of the nation. 

“What a beneficial influence would it have on 
public sentiment and feeling, if the index of its 
characte: should be distinguished by a more nation- 
al costume, which would be solemn and imposing, 
and such as would secure to the sacerdotal charac- 
ter, that reverence which is due to it. The em- 
blems of worship, properly prepared and arranged, 
and approved of by amajority of the nation, might 
be made to correspond with it in other respects. 
Will it be believed, that thus qualified, any of the 
leading sects of this country would repel the sanc- 
tion of government if offered them? Are the pro- 
fessors of worship in England to be, and would those 
in this country, preferring a different mode, be con- 
signed to perdition for differing from each other ? 

“From what has been said, we may naturally 
conclude, that a zealous co-operation among the 


most respectable religious sects in our country, is 
tending to a consolidation, in the principles, doc- 
trines, and forms of worship, so desirable to every 
true christian, and which may eventually bring 
about a conventional arrangement as to a settled 
form. These anticipations may be further realized, 
in securing from Congress an appropriation of a 
portibn of the public lands, to a limited, yet a suf- 
ficient number of the clergy, and for a well defined 
course of education. 

“ Ts it not well to provide guards and securities, 
in tune, against those innovations and convulsions, 
which may endanger our social state ? When wars 
and troubles come, is it nothing to know the moral 
and religious influence of sorespectable aun order, as 
a faithful and ecclesiastical body will be exerted, 
where its interest and duty dictate, in explaining 
and inculcating the duties, in conciliating the fee!- 
ings, and uniting the energies of a country against 
a common enemy ? And what in such an event, can 
tend so much to strengthen the arms of Govern. 
ment, and draw them to each other, as to compen- 
sate the labours of religious servants faithfully de- 
voted toits views ? Inthe sunshine when no perplexi- 
ties assail us, we are not to calculate upon an un- 
changeable state of things. The progress of events 
which are fast transpiring and developing them- 
selves, furnish the best comment on the writer’s 
views. They are plainly disclosed in declaring 
the object of this circular to be the grand amal- 
gamation of all religious sects and parties.” 

i 
FOR THE GOSPEL HERALD. 

Mr. Editor—I have recently heard a number of 
discourses upon 1 Peter, chapters iti. and iv, from 
which the speaker argued that the impenitent were 
punished in another mode of being, and cited the 
19th and 20th vs. of the Sd chapter, and the 6th 
v. of the 4th chapter, in support of this hypothesis. 
The speaker dwelt emphatically upon the words, 
“which sometime were disobedient,” taking it for 
granted, that the time alluded to by the apostle, was 
the identical time at which the spirits spoken of 
were disobedient; and that those disobedient spirits 
are the same that were in “ prison” from the time 
of Noah to the death of Christ. He observed, that 
some commentators supposed the Gentiles to be 
the imprisoned spirits alluded to; but this he re- 
jected as chimerical, inasmuch as the apostle de- 
signated them as spirits, and not as men; that the 
term spirit could not be applied to man in the flesh, 
as was evident from Luke xxiv. 29; “ Behold my 
hands and my feet, that it is I myself: handle me 
and see; for a spirit hath not flesh and bone as ye 
see me have.” But in commenting on the latter 
part of the 20th v. the speaker seemed to lose sight 
of this important distinction, and very readily ad- 
mitted that the term soul there made use of, merely 
meant man in the flesh, notwithstanding he said 
the terms soul and spirit are synonymous, yet the 
one he contended signified disembodied spirits, and 
the other merely men in the flesh. Mr. Editor, 
please to inform me, whether this is orthodox, or 





paradox ? 
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On arriving at the 6th v. of the 4th chapter, “ For 
this cause was the gospel preached also to them that 
are dead, that they might be judged according to 
men in the flesh, but live according to God in the 
spirit,” the speaker appeared to be enraptured on 
finding the key, as he supposed, which might enable 
him to unlock the prison doors, and introduce to 
his auditory (not the Gentiles) but the spirits of the 
antediluvians. Unluckily, however, for these un- 
fortunate ghosts, the benevolent speaker, in the ar- 
dour of his zeal, mistook the prison-house, and 
let slip the Gentiles. But to be serious; the 6th 
y. so far from favouring his view of the subject mili- 
tated materially against it, notwithstanding the so- 
phistry made use of on the occasion. “For for this 
cause was the gospel preached also to them that are 
dead ;” here the speaker took occasion to remark, 
that the dead spoken of were undoubtedly the in- 
habitants of the world before the flood. He also 
contended, in the course of his remarks, that 
Christ preached in person to those imprisoned spir- 
its previous to his resurrection from the dead, or his 
ascension to his Father. But by consulting the Ist 
v. of the 4th chapter, Mr. Editor, you will find that 
before the preaching spoken of in the 6th v. took 
place, Christ had already “ suffered in the 
flesh ;” and in the last v. of the 3d chapter, we are 
assured that he (Christ) had already “ gone into 
heaven and was at the nght hand of God ;” and 
that too, before the spirits spoken of had been preach- 
ed to. Query. Did he ascend to his Father, before 
or after his resurrection? It was admitted, that it 
was after his resurrection. Then I ask, how was 
it, that he preached in person to the spirits of the 
antediluvians during the three days that his body 
remained in the sepulchre ? But, said the speaker, 
the words “that they might be judged according to 
men in the flesh,” plainly import that they were out 
of the flesh, and consequently could not have been 
the Gentiles. With what propriety, I ask, can it be 
said that men in the flesh are to be judged according 
to disembodied spirits 2. With about as much propri- 
ety I suppose as disembodied spirits are to be judged 
according to men in the flesh—mark the absurdity. 

Mr. Editor, by giving your views of these passa- 
ges, you will much oblige a SUBSCRIBER. 

REMARKS 
ON 1 PETER iii. 20; AND iv. 6. 

Our views of the passages in question might be 
given briefly in the remarks, that we prefer Wake- 
field’s translation of 1 Peter iii. 20, to the common 
one ; and of the dead spoken of in chapter iv. 6, that 
we prefer the Scripture exposition of the term, to 
modern opinions. As our coirespondent probably 
expects something more full on this subject, we 
will notice the connexion of the passages quoted. 

First. ‘The proper translation of the passage, (as 
we believe,) makes the preaching to those who were 
disobedient, not in the time of Noah, but whose dis- 
obedience was of the same quality or enormity, with 
those spoken of as sinners in Noah’s time. 

The second inquiry relative to the time when the 
preaching spoken of took place, will regard the 
quickening, or resurrection of Christ from the dead. 


The preaching was subsequent to the quickening of 
Christ by the Spirit. If the question was asked, 
unconnected with the discussion of this particular 
subject, When was Christ quickened ? The ‘answer 
would uniformly be, When he rose from the dead! 
We think, then, it is clear that the preaching was 
after Christ’s resurrection. This harmonizes with 
Christ’s declaration, that he would send the Com- 
forter, who should reprove the world of sin, &c 
The preaching was by the Spirit; not by Christ 
personally. Hence Christ may be said to preach 
by the Spirit, whenever the gospel is preached in its 
purity. In harmony with this view, is Paul’s decla- 
ration, 2 Cor. v. 20; “Now then we are ambassa- 
dors for Christ, as though Christ did beseech you 
by us; we pray you in Christ's stead ; be ye recon- 
ciled to God.” 

In the 4th chapter the connexion is farther ex- 
planatory of this view of the subject. For it is de- 
clared of the Gentiles, that they thought it strange 
that believers did not run with them to the same 
excess of riot, which riot is particularized ; and ot 
whom it is declared, that they “shall give account 
to him that ts ready to judge the quick and the 
dead.” It is then added, “For for this cause was 
the gospel preached also to them that are dead.” 
For what cause? Answer—*that they might be 
judged according to men in the flesh, but live ac- 
cording to God in the spirit.” A careful attention 
to the terms flesh, and spirit, will remove all diffi- 
culty from the subject. Consider these terms as 
convertible with quick, and dead, in the preceding 
verse. In Rom. vi. 13; “ Neither yield ye your 
members as instruments of unrighteousness unto 
sin; but yield yourselves unto God, as those that 
are alive from the dead.” We ask, Were not these 
quickened ? Did they’ not inhabit their bodies of 
|Aesh and blood, when, and after they were quicken- 
ed? Were they not dead, before they were quicken- 
ed? Have we not here an incontrovertible evidence, 
that men sustain the character, and are in the con- 
ditions, of the quick, and the dead, in this world ? 
To illustrate and prove this view of the subject to 
be correct, beyond the possibility of refutation, we 
adduce the following—Rom. viii. 3, 9; “So then 
they that are in the flesh cannot please God. But 
ye are notin the flesh, but in the Spirit, if so be tiat 
the Spirit of God dwell in you,” &e. In verse 11; 
“But if the Spirit of him that raised up Jesus from 
the dead dwell in you, he that raised up Christ from 
the dead shall also quicken your mortal bodies by 
his Spirit that dwelleth in you.” One verse more, 
13th; “ For if ye live after the flesh, ye shall die : 
but if ye through the Spirit do mortify the deeds of 
the body, ye shall live.” We ask, 1s a man dead, 
when he dies? If he is, our view of this subject is 
correct. But, if a man is alive when he dies, we 
are wrong. The subject is so plain that he that 
runs (if he does not run away from it,) may 
understand. As plain as words can teach, we are 
taught, that the righteous are “alive from the 
dead.” That the Spirit of God quickens men. 
That those who are in the Spirit are not in the flesh. 





And that these who live after the flesh shall die. 
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Now return to 1 Peter iv. 5, and 6. Who are the 
They who are in the Spirit,—they 
in whom the Spirit of God dwells. Who are the 
dead? Ans. They who live after the flesh. Who 
are they? Ans. 1 Peter iv. 2, 3; “That he no 
longer should live the rest of his time, in the flesh, 
to the lusts of men, but to the will of God. For the 
time past of our life may suffice us to have wrought 
the will of the Gentiles, when we walked in lasci- 
viousness, lusts, excess of wine, reveilings, banquet- 
ings, and abomivable idolatries.” The Gentiles, 
then, lived after the flesh, and were dead in tres- 
passes and sins. The quick, the believer, and the 
dead, the unbeliever, were to be judged. What for? 
Why was the Gospel preached to these dead Gen- 
tiles? Ans. “That they might be judged accord- 
ing to men im the flesh, but live according to God in 
the Spirit.” Why judged according to men m the 
flesh? Ans. Because they had lived after the flesh, 
and were dead. Because God’s judgments eventu- 
ate in the judged living no longer atter the flesh ; 
but living according to God in the Spirit. We 
see, then, that God judges men in their real condi- 
tion. The dead in sins, are judged as dead. The 
quickened, in whom God’s Spirit dwells, are not 
judged as dead, but as alive. How strange, then, 
the conclusion, that those who are dead, ate disem- 
bodied spirits in another world, and that world a 
ghostly prison. In the 17th verse, Peter speaks of 
the judgment beginning at the house of God. Sure- 
ly the scene was at Jerusalem, where the house oi 


quick? Ans. 


God was judged. 

The opinion cherished by some, that the term 
spirits necessarily signifies disembodied or immor- 
tal beings, will lead to gross absurdity. John says, 
1 Epistle iv. 1; “ Beloved, believe not every spirit, 
but try the spirits whether they are of God: because 
many false prophets are gone out into the world.” 
Are not false prophets and spirits used here as con- 
vertible terms? The spirits spoken of by Peter, 
however, were in prison ; consequently, the inquiry 
must be, Who among the human family, are spoken 
of in the Scriptures as being in prison? for we 
shall confine ourselves to the Scriptures for testi- 
mony. Ans. The Gentiles—the very people who 
are spoken of in 1 Peter. Proof—Isa. xiii. 6, 7, 
speaking of the coming of Christ, says, “I the Lord 
have called thee in righteousness, and will hold 
thine hand, and will keep thee, and give thee for a 
covenant of the people, for a light of the Gentiles ; 
to open the blind eyes, to bring out the prisoners 
from the prison, them that sit in darkness out of the 
prison house.” The prison, then, is darkness, and 
the prisoners are the Gentiles! Here are the spirits 
in prison! Christ preached by the Spirit of God, 
which quickened him, to these spirits, and will con- 
tinue to preach, until the last prisoner shall have 
escaped from the gloom of error, and God be all 
inal, . 

In addition to what is already said, there is more 
testimony we shall offer, which, we think, is quite 
sufficient to put the question at rest. We read Jonn 
xiv. 25,26; xv. 265; and xvi. 7—11; “These things 
have I spoken unto you, being yet present with you. 





But the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom 
the Father will send in my name, he shall teach you 
all things, and bring all things to your remembrance, 
whatsoever I have said unto you. But when the 
Comforter is come, whom I will send unto you from 
the Father, even the Spirit of truth, which proceed. 
eth from the Father, he shall testify of me. Never- 
theless, I tell you the truth: it is expedient for you 
that I go away: forif I go not away, the Comforter 
will not come unto you; but if I depart, | will send 
him unto you. And when he is come, he will re- 
prove the world of sin, and of righteousness, and of 
judgment; of sin, because they believe not on me ; 
of righteousness, because I go to my Father, and ye 
see me no more; of judgment, because the prince 
of this world 1s judged.” 

In the Acts of the Apostles, 2d chapter, we read, 
that on the day of Pentecost the Comforter, or Holy 
Spiritcame unto the Disciples. Then commenced 
the preaching of the Gospel, by the Spirit that 
raised up Jesus from the dead—then the spirits ir 
prison, the Gentiles, first heard the Glad tidings of 
great joy, which shall be to all people. 

_—fS | 
From the Boston Recorder and Telegraph 
of June 3. 
AN EXAMPLE FOR OTHERS. 

From a friend of Missions within the bounds of 
Massachusetts, we received, a few days since, the 
sum of four dollars, accompanied with the following 
note: 

“In the spring of 1822, 
gion in my native town, in which I hope I had a 
share, I felt unusually auxious for the conversion of 
the world; and taking into view the vast exertions 
which must be made before that glorious millennial 
day shall arrive, I resolved to do something to assist 
in the work of Missions. But not having the means 
within my reach, | set apart four rows across my 
field of corn in planting time, the produce of which 
I determined to devote to that purpose. My feeble 
endeavours were evidently blessed, the field yielded 
abundantly. He who ‘hears the ravens when they 
cry,’ can also feed them, without suffering them to 
touch any thing consecrated to his service. It is 
worthy of particular notice, that while other fields 
in the same neighbourhood suifered much trom ver- 
min, THIs remained entirely uninjured, though 
equally exposed as they. [We hope the man does 
not tell a falsehood.) 

“* When I perceived such a manifest interposition 
of Providence in behalf of my feeble efforts, | could 
shrink into nothing and say, ‘It is the Lord ;’ and 
to adopt the language of the apostle, ‘ neither is he 
that planteth any thing, neither he that watereth, 
but God that giveth the increase.’ This small pit- 
tance I preserved by itself, and sold it in autumn 
for 3 dollars 29 cents. Being at that time some em- 
barrassed, I endeavoured to excuse myself by de- 
voting it that year to pay former annual subsciip- 
tions and donations, which doubtless amounted to 
that sum. But now, feeling that I was in an error, 
1 enclose it with the interest, being about 3 dollars 
75 cents, to which I will add 25 cents for my un- 


during a revival of reli- 














faithfulness, making the small sum of 4 dollars ; 
which I send to you, begging you to cast it into the 
treasury of the Lord, in that branch where you may 
find the greatest call.” 

REMARKS. 

Those not acquainted with such men as the writer 
of the above, might be led to suppose they were a 
very pious sort of people, and actuated by pure and 
benevolent motives. But the reverse, when they 
become known, in almost every instance, is found 
to be the case. Blind to a true knowledge of God, 
destitute of principle, and seeking the favour and 
applause of men, they are just fit instruments to 
promote the schemes and plans of corrupt priests. 
One out of many instances of the truth of this re- 
mark will here be given. 

A few years since, the .Vew- York Missionary Re- 
cister published a letter from a Mr. Bliss to the 
Treasurer of the United Foreign Missionary Soci- 
ety, enclosing 11 dollars, handed him by the Par- 
son A. Peters, of Bennington (Vermont) from a la- 
bouring man, with a request that he would trans- 
mit it, and “ conceal his name.” The account, as 
published in the Register, proceeded to state, that 
this labouring man saved 75 cents of it by working 
on the 4th of July, 1 dollar by denying himself and 
family the use of ardent spirits, 1 dollar by not 
wearing a neck handkerchief, 1 dollar 25 cents by 
baving his fulled cloth only coloured, not dressed ; 
aud another item of 4 dollars by wearing, himself 
and family, thick shoes. The motive for publishing 
this account, as avowed by the Editors of the Re- 
gisler, was ‘that others might be induced to follow 
80 WORTHY an example.” 

Now for the “ worthy example,” and the man’s 
piety. 

The Editor of the Bennington Gazette afterwards 
made the following statement: “While this man 
was thus * doing penance and starving his body,’ he 
sold a piece of land and took his pay; but before 
the grantee could get his deed recorded, a creditor 
of the donor attached the same piece of land, and 
secured his title, leaving the honest purchaser with- 
out remedy.” The American Watchman, in com- 
mentiag on the above circumstance, observes—* It 
exhibits an instance of the grossest dishonesty and 
hypocrisy, and strengthens us in the belief we have 


hitherto entertained, that spiritual pride, love of 


fame, and other equally impure motives, are the in- 
centives which influence the greater part of those 
engaged in educating men for the ministry, and 
sending missionaries to the heathen.” 

We will present one more instance of the boast- 
ing and vain-glory now so frequently manifested, 
published, and applauded by the religious and chani- 
table people of the day. A late missionary print, 
under the head of “ L1ipERALITY,” gives the follow- 
ing statement: 

“A merchant in the State of New-York, in a re- 
cent letter to the American Board of Commission- 
ers for Foreign Missions, says: 

“ This day I send you, as above, 100 dollars, and 
to the New-York Seaman’s Society, 50 dollars, to 
the Domestic Missionary Society of New-York, 50 
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dollars, and té the Theological Seminary of Prince 
ton, 50 dollars; and if my business prospers, I shall 
I am 
helping some of our weak churches 10 to 20 dollars 


a year, and promising and endorsing for them to 


have 1000 dollars more to spare this year. 


larger amounts. Suppose I appoint myself bishop 
of a dozen weak churches and provide ministers for 
them, will not that be weli? I know of one society 
who want a man full of the spirit of Christ, who 
will labour for 300 dollars a year, and board, horse- 
keeping, Kc. till he can build up the society to 
greater strength. If you can send me such a man, 
let him come at once—I will see him paid.” 
Phil. Ref. 
i 
FOR THE GOSPEL HERALD. 

Mr. Editor—Our brother James Horton is no 
He is gone “to that country from whose 
bourne no traveller returns.” Although there are 
but few who have been called in the providence of 
God to suffer more, yet none, perhaps, ever endured 
it with more patience, or evinced such an entire 
submission to the will of God our heavenly Father. 
He was sensible that the time of his departure was 
at hand, and when questioned concerning his state 
of mind, replied that he had no fears. Our Arminian 
and Presbyterian brethren visited him, and one in 
particular read to him a passage of scripture for the 
ostensible purpose of weakening his faith in the doc- 
trine which he had long espoused, but this was of 
no avail. He placed implicit confidence in that 
God who has “ sworn by himself, because he could 
swear by none greater, that in Christ all the fami- 
lies of the earth shall be blessed ;” and firmly be- 
lieved that “all nations whom God has made shall 
come and worship before him.” His mind was free 
from even a gloomy doubt or a corroding fear. His 
afflictions he bore with great fortitude, and evinced 
to the last, his unshaken belief that the “ Lord is good 
unto all, and that his tender mercies are over all his 


more. 


works.” 

Although we, as friends, lament his loss, yet for 
him to depart we are sensible is far better, We 
are for a time separated; nevertheless we glory in 
the idea, that eventually all the creatures whom God 
has made shall meet around his throne, and then 
shall be heard “ every creature which is in heaven, 
and on the earth, and such as are in the sea, and al! 
that are in them, saying, Blessing, and honour, and 
glory, and power, be unto him that sitteth upon the 
throne and unto the Lamb for ever and ever.” 

C.P 

Southold, August 3, 1825. 

———_ -- 
Selected. 
THE GRAVE. 

* All that has been, and is, and is to come, must 
die, and the grave will possess all. Already the 
temple of death is stored with enormous treasures : 
but it shall be filled and moulder, and its gaunt 
king Death, shall wither like his prey. O! if the 
dead may speak, by what rich noises is that solemn 
temple haunted ! What a countless throng of shapes 
is there—kings and poets, philosophers and so] 
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diers! What acatalogue might not be reckoned— 
from the founder of the towers of Belus, to the 
Persian who encainped in the Babylonian squares— 
to Alexander and Socrates, and Plato—to Cesar— 
to Alfred! Fair names, too, might be strung upon 
the list, like pearls on glancing diamonds—creatares 
who were once the grace and beauty of the earth, 
queens and gentlewomen—Antigone and Sappho— 
Corinna and the mother of the Gracchi—Portia and 
Agrippine. And the story might be ended with 
him who died an exile on his sea-surrounded rock, 
the first Emperor of France, the king and conquer- 
we of Italy, the Corsican soldier, Napoleon.” 
~~ 
CAMP-MEETING FRUITS. 

The Methodists in giving an account of a revival 
which happened soon after the Camp-Meeting was 
held in Eastford, (Con.) say, “ Twenty-nine of the 
above number have been joined to our church, on 
trial. Seven have been joined to the Congrega- 
tional Church, part of them were the subjects of the 
present revival. Thus we see that our Congrega- 


tional brethren, whatever their views may be of 


Camp-Meetings, are willing to assist us in harvest- 
ing the fruit ; and by so doing, they seem to say that 
it is good: and we say, If the fruit is good, the tree 
is good also.” 

It seems, however, that the Methodists, although 
they declare of the fruit, (the converts,) that they 
“have been the subjects of renewing grace,” ae 
disposed to test their goodness by a trial; so that 
they can learn, we presume, whether their “ renew- 
ing grace” has actually renewed their fruit. 

—>— 
Extract from the Eighth Annual Report of the 
United Foreign Missionary Society. 

“Inquiries have been made in behalf of a num- 
ber of theological students at Princeton, Auburn, 
and New-Haven, who are desirous to engage in 
missions to Armenia and Arabia in the East, and to 
Mexico, some part of South America, and the 
mouth of Columbia River; on this Western conti- 
nent.” 

Who would not be desirous to visit these distant 
and interesting countries, provided all their ex- 
penses were paid, and they were to receive a liberal 
monthly salary besides ? It is to be observed, that 
all those who go as missionaries to foreign parts 
become men of renown, appear often in print, and 
expect to have their names handed down to posteri- 
ty with applause and veneration. So long as these 
causes continue to operate, and money can be ob- 
tained, there will be no want of young men willing 
to engage in missionary undertakings in various 
parts of the world. Phil. Ref. 

—>—- 
MEETING-HOUSES IN THIS CITY. 

From a table in the New-York Observer it ap- 
pears that the whole number of meeting-houses in 
this city, is 95, viz. Baptist, 11; Friends, 4; Inde- 
pendent, 4; Lutheran, 2; Methodist, 13; Mora- 
vian, 1; New-Jerusalem, 1; Presbyterian, 19; Epis- 
copal, 18; Reformed Dutch, 13; Roman Catholic, 


2; Synagogue, 1; Congregational, 1; 
2; of no denomination, 3. 
—>_— 

Died lately at Bridport, (England,) at the ad- 
vanced age of 87, Samuel Best, the Prophet, who, 
for the last 30 years of his life, entertained the ides 
that he should be the leader of the Children of Is 
rael to rebuild the city of Jerusalem. 

Globe and Em. 


Universalist, 


—=>——. 


A NARROW SOUL. 

Dean Swift says, “It is with narrow-souled peo 
ple as with narrow-necked bottles, the less they 
have tn them, the more noise they make in pour 
ing it out.” 

 — 
SELECTED. 
DULCE DOMUM 


There is a land, of every land the pride, 

Belov'd by Heaven, o’er all the world beside ; 
Where brighter suns dispense serener light, 

And milder moons imparadise the night; 

A land of beauty, virtue, valour, truth, 
Time-tutor'd age, and love-exalted youth ; 

The wandering marmer, whose eye explores 
The wealthiest isles, the most enchanting shores, 
Views not a realm so beautiful and fair, 

Nor breathes the spirit of a purer air. 

In every clime the magnet of his soul, 

Touch'd by remembrance, trembles to that pole , 
For in this land of Heaven's peculiar grace, 

The heritage of Nature's noblest race, 

There is a spot of earth, supremely blest, 

A dearer, sweeter spot than all the rest. 

Where man, creation’s tyrant, casts aside 

His sword and sceptre, pageantry and pride, 
While in his soften'd looks benignly blend 

The sire, the son, the husband, father, friend : 
Here woman reigns; the mother, daughter, wife, 
Strews with fresh flowers the narrow way of life ; 
In the clear heaven of her delighted eye, 

An angel guard of loves and graces lie ; 

Around her knees domestic duties meet, 

And fire-side pleasures gambol at her feet. 
Where shall this land this spot of earth be found ? 
Art thou a man ? a patriot? look around ; 

O, thou shalt find, howe’er thy footsteps roam, 
That land thy country, and that spot thy home ! 


—>— 
FOR SALE 

At this Office, price One Shilling, The Non-personality, 
origin and end, of that OLD SERPENT, called the Devil, 
and Satan, which deceiveth the whole world. A Discourse 
delivered, Sabbath evening, March 13, 1825, in the Chruch 
in Prince-street, by Henry Fitz. 

—p—- 
NOTICE. 

The Subscriber will bind the Fifth Volume of the Gospe! 
Herald, in leather backs and corners, and letter the backs, 
for twenty-five cents per volume. The books can be left at 
13 Spring-street, or 83 Cross-street. 

WILLIAM F. MURPHY 
—~——- 
UP The Conditions of this Paper are 
ONE DOLLAR PAID IN ADVANCE, 
Persons living in distant towns, if they will appoint an agent 
by forwarding $5, he can receive 6 papers; and in the 
same ratio for a greater number. 


—>— 
.*, Our Br. Kneeland, from Philadelphia, wil! preach to- 
morrow in the Church in Princesstreet. 
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